MINUTES OF A MEETING OF MOULTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the VILLAGE HALL, MOULTON on MONDAY 10th APRIL 2006 at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs M. Green – Chair 

G. Fox, J. Scott, P. Vernon. A. Warburton, D. Watkinson, A. Wood (to the end of item 06.04.06) and A. Yeomans 
In Attendance:
E. Beech – Clerk

G. Bebbington, Northwich Guardian  


4 members of the public (3 to item 06.04.02 only)
The formal business of the meeting was preceded by a 15 minute session during which members of the public had the opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification in relation to a number of village and community matters.  

06.04.01
Apologies for Absence

Received apologies for absence, including from Cllr. Felix-Browne which included her verbal resignation from the Council.
Resolved:
that 
a)
the apologies for absence and reasons submitted by Cllr. Felix-Browne (illness), Cllr. Kershaw (family holiday) and Cllr. Turner (working abroad) be accepted; and
b)
relevant action be taken regarding the vacancy created by Cllr. Felix-Browne’s resignation.
06.04.02
Citizenship Awards  

The Chair presented the Council’s first Individual Citizenship Awards to Mrs. Frances Bennett and Mr. Geoff Crompton.  

Noted the Group Award would be made to Moulton Drama Group on an appropriate agreed occasion.

06.04.03
Minutes 

Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2006 be agreed and signed as a correct record 

Proposed:  Cllr. Vernon 

Seconded:  Cllr. Watkinson 
06.04.04
Matters Arising 
Village Design Statement (item 06.03.02)
Noted Chair and Vice Chair arranging to progress this.

Anti-litter Campaign (ongoing)

Noted disappointingly that the laminated winning posters produced by the two pupils are being pulled down but the Chair is to arrange for them to be replaced. 
Annual Parish meeting (item 06.03.03) 
Noted Annual Report being completed and will be distributed week beginning 24th April. 
06.04.05
Joint Parishes Meeting – 20th March
a)
Safe Route to School - noted that indications were that the County Council will be taking some action in response to the community’s concerns.

b)
Police Community Support Officers – noted that a special meeting of Moulton and Davenham Parish Councils will be arranged with the responsible Officer from Cheshire Police to consider the benefits, to clarify the role of a PCSO and to look at funding issues. 
06.04.06
Committee Reports 
(a)
Finance  

Resolved:
that the final financial statement for 2005/06 be received and the due completion of the Annual Return for the External Auditor be undertaken and presented to the next meeting. 
(b) 
Planning  
Resolved:
that the following responses be submitted regarding 2 current planning applications:
24 Lodge Drive – retrospective application for various additions and extensions completed over a number of years – express concern about the insufficient level of detail made available in the application papers and make reference to building regulations.
97 Main Road –   car port – no objections but make reference to ensuring the wall height is not    exceeded in the light of experience with an application in the same area.
(c)
Garages   

Noted receipt of correspondence regarding concerns over the state of some of the garages. 
Resolved:
that all lessees be sent a letter which 

a) reminds them of their obligation under the signed lease which requires that they keep their garage in good condition;

b) highlights that the Council intends to enforce this obligation by agreeing a reasonable timescale for improvement.  

(d) Publicity/ Website
Noted Cllr. Kershaw and the Clerk to meet to progress website. 
(e)
Community
Christmas Tree
Considered planning arrangements for the supply, putting up, removal and disposal of the tree, for the provision and putting up of the lights and tree lighting event.

Resolved:
that
a) identified contractors be invited to take on the work from the supply to the disposal of the tree annually;

b) Cllrs. Fox and Yeomans make arrangements for the provision and putting up of the lights;

c) the arrangements for the tree lighting event be undertaken in liaison with MADCA; and 

d) initial enquiries be made regarding the availability of The County High School’s brass band to be involved in the event. 

06.04.07
Anti-Social Behaviour 
Acknowledged that the reporting and response mechanisms under the Community Safety Action Group are now in place and working effectively and note that it next meets on 13th April. 

06.04.08
Correspondence
Resolved: 
that 
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

b) Vale Royal BC be advised that the Parish Council would wish to be a consultee throughout the process of the redevelopment of the small play area in Weaver Road;

c) by a majority decision, the proposal to merge Cheshire Police and Merseyside Police be objected to;
d) a list of items for archiving be submitted to a meeting of the Council at the appropriate time 
	1
	North West Regional Assembly 
	27 Mar
	The North West Plan - draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the NW and invitation to comment by 12th June 
	Noted  

	2
	Vale Royal BC
	20 Mar

22 Mar

24 Mar

10 Apr
	Notice of automatic e-mail notification of availability of Council meetings’ agendas and papers on website for view / download. Concessionary Travel Scheme 2006/07

Copies of Vale Royal Reporter – Spring 2006

Information re intention to redevelop the small play area on Weaver Road 
	Noted 

On noticeboard
Noted

As above  

	3
	Cheshire CC
	16 Mar 

16 Mar 

18 Mar

26 Mar 

6 Apr
	Information – re archiving Parish Council records 

Copy of ‘Cheshire Matters’ – March 2006

Copy of Cheshire’s response to the configuration of NHS Ambulance Trusts 

Leaflets on Concessionary Travel Scheme 

Adopted Structure Plan – Cheshire 2016 - copy of Alteration 
	As above 

Noted 

Noted 

Noted 

Noted  

	4
	Ches. Assoc. of Local Councils  
	27 Mar 
	2 copies of the Charter for Cheshire Councils (October 2005) – sets out principles for the three tiers of local government to work together in partnership 
	Noted  

	5


	DEFRA
	3 Apr
	Update re Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005, including notice of publication of a Parish Guide to the Act 
	Noted Guide ordered 

	 6
	Cheshire Police 

Authority
	10 Apr
	Police Service restructuring – questionnaire on views

Agenda & papers – Vale Royal Police Forum – 19th April – 7pm – Winsford 
	As above 

Noted 

	7
	Neuro Muscular Centre
	6 Apr
	Invitation to Open Day – 6th July 
	Noted  


06.04.09 
Accounts – net payments 


Staff expenditure 


 

      

 £  453.15

P O Ltd (British Gas)
gas supply – village hall 



      

 £  513.73
Vale Royal B C 
playground and MUGA inspections 2005/06 

      

 £  300.00

Vale Royal B C
Contribution to Play Audit and Independent inspection of play equipment
 £    30.00

G. J. Steele

contract - litter pick up/playground insp. Mar 4 occasions       

 £  120.00

E. Beech 

re-imbursement for 2006 Citizenship Awards 

       

£    40.00

ChALC

Chairmanship training course place & publication

       
£    26.00

Resolved:
that the above accounts be passed for payment 

Proposed:     Cllr. Scott    

Seconded:      Cllr. Vernon
06.04.10
Councillors’ Reports 

Minosus 

Noted a report from the last Liaison Group meeting that the company has entered into two additional contracts which result in an increase in the number of vehicles entering and leaving the mine
Crow Fair

Noted additional information being sought on the detailed arrangements for the Crow Fair, in particular relating to the activities taking place on the playing field. 
06.04.11
Next Meeting
Resolved:
that, in light of the licensing of the new vicar being held on 8th May the Annual General Meeting of the Council be re-arranged to Wednesday 10th May 2006 at 7.30pm to be followed by an Ordinary Meeting of the Council. 

The meetings to be preceded by a 15-minute public participation session commencing at 7.15pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm  
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