MINUTES OF A MEETING OF MOULTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the VILLAGE HALL, MOULTON on MONDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2007 at 7.30pm 
Present:
Cllrs J. Kershaw – Chair 

A. Bennett, M. Green, D. Pawsey (from item 07.02.03), J. Scott, P. Vernon, 
D. Watkinson and A. Wood
In Attendance:
E. Beech – Clerk



3 members of the public


G. Bebbington, Northwich Guardian 
The formal business of the meeting was preceded by a 15 minute session during which members of the public had the opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification in relation to village and community matters.  

07.02.01
Apologies for Absence

Resolved:
that the apologies for absence and reasons submitted by Cllrs. Warburton (working away) and Turner (working abroad) be accepted 
07.02.02
Minutes 

Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record, subject to item 07.01.09 including reference to United Utilities barriers left in Church Street following recent work.
Proposed:  Cllr. Green

Seconded:  Cllr. Vernon
07.02.03
Clerk’s Report
Resolved:
that 

a) the Clerk’s report relating to progress on a number of current matters be received; 
b) arising from the report:

· discussions with the relevant Highways Officer need to take place to explore the range of traffic calming and management solutions which may be appropriate and consultation with residents be undertaken as part of any assessment of these solutions;

· the Council’s current Freedom of Information Scheme is automatically approved to 1st June 2008
· the revised specification for the repair of the War Memorial received from Quadriga Ltd. be agreed.
07.02.04
Reports 
(a)
Finance  

Resolved:
that the Internal Auditor’s 3rd quarter report for 2006/07 that no anomalies or areas of concern were identified, be received.

(b)
Planning 
Resolved:
that the comments of the Planning Committee submitted to Vale Royal BC on the following applications be confirmed:

49 Niddries Lane – two storey side extension – no objections (noted application now permitted) 
69 Main Road – two storey extension to side and single storey extension to rear - no objection to the principle of the property being extended but significant concern regarding to the type of extension proposed and the removal of off-road parking facilities

(c) 
Garages   

Noted most lessees paid rent and remaining will be followed up.
Further considered the longer term provision of garages and plots.
Resolved:
that 
a) it be agreed in principle that the piece of land at the rear of Regent Street should be visually acceptable but it’s primary purpose is as an affordable amenity for residents, in particular residing in Regent Street to alleviate street parking; and 

b) as a first step, Cllr. Scott look into probable costs of some garage provision and estimate the number of garages which could be located on the site

(d)
Publicity / Website
Resolved:
that 
a) a paid contract arrangement be set up for the management of the Council’s Internet Services;

b) the specification for the work as per the draft presented, be agreed; and 

c) suitable persons to carry out the work be invited to submit a quote 

(e)
Community
Received a request from Moulton School that 2 pupils be awarded the School Citizenship Award having received an equal number of fellow pupils’ votes.  
Resolved:
that both pupils receive the Award, each receive a £15 book token and the Chair make arrangements to present the Awards.
07.02.05
Village Design Statement

Received update on progress of Statement.  
Resolved:
that Cheshire County Council be requested to review the number and type of warning signs in place around the junction of Whitlow Lane and Main Road, particularly those warning of the School and of there being no footpath.
07.02.06 Anti-Social Behaviour 
Cllrs. Green and Vernon reported on a recent MADSAG meeting. 
Noted:

-
main current issue is the increase in youths gathering in particular areas of the village

-
resident’s concerns about youths gathering, expressed prior to the meeting and Police contact and response issues
-
work undertaken by the Community Safety Wardens in brokering a successful meeting between residents at The Hollies and young people
-
as the PCSO’s role develops the Parish Council will need to look at its next level of response to current issues
-
possible consideration of the provision of a high intensity light in School Lane 
-
lights being fitted at the multi-games area may reduce incidents elsewhere

Resolved:
that 
a) once again the message to residents to report all incidents to the Police and obtain an incident number so that a true picture of anti-social behaviour issues is available, should be highlighted in future communications from the Parish Council
b) an initial approach be made to Moulton Adventure Group about siting a high intensity light on its building.
07.02.07 Police Community Support Officer – Service Level Agreement
Noted the newly-appointed PCSO attended the MADSAG meeting.  Once all details are sorted general information on his appointment, role and contact arrangements will be publicised.

Re: Service Level Agreement, noted – 
· makes a minimum 2-year commitment

· MADSAG has agreed its Chair as the single point of contact for the 2 Councils

· payment to Cheshire Police will be after Parish precept has been received 

· Davenham PC will pay the full amount invoiced and re-charge Moulton PC its element 

· VAT - will probably be zero rated or exempt as is reclaimable 

· fixed penalty monies accrued are paid to the body which controls the service e.g litter (VRBC) 

· disrepute section

Resolved:
that 
a) the Service Level Agreement, for a 2-year commitment, be accepted on condition that it is accepted by Davenham Parish Council 


b) the Agreement be signed by the Chair or the Clerk, as required. 
07.02.08 Contracts 

Noted consideration needs to be given to the letting of the Council’s two current contracts with effect from 1st April 2007
Resolved:
that in view of the matter to be discussed it is in the public interest that the press and public be excluded therefore the item will be discussed at the end of the meeting when they have withdrawn. 

07.02.09
Additional Litter Bins

Resolved:
that Vale Royal BC be requested to provide and empty an additional litter bin at each of the following locations as part of the Council's cleansing service to the village.
   -    Main Road - outside or near to the Village Hall 
   -    Whitlow Lane - outside or near to the Co-op store
07.02.10
Correspondence

Resolved: 
that 
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed
b) the entry forms for the Community Spirit, Community Safety and Best Kept Village Awards elements of the Community Pride Awards be completed by the Clerk and circulated for comment and the Adventure Group be invited to complete the entry for the new Children and Young People’s Award
c) Clerk to summarise issues in the consultation document on amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members and circulate for individuals to comment direct, if they wish or for item to be placed on next agenda if the consultation period is extended.
	1
	Vale Royal BC
	13 Jan

13 Jan

22 Jan

24 Jan

3 Feb

25 Jan
9 Feb
	Register of Elector 2006/07 

A Guide to Election Procedures 

Buildings at Risk Strategy – identify person able to monitor the condition of listed buildings in the village 

Further information on the Northwich Area meeting on 6th February and Feedback from meeting 

Notice of a Housing Land Availability Assessment – invitation to comment on the Scoping Study 

Invitation to Mayor’s Charity Dinner Dance – 23rd March – Portal Golf Club

Arrangements for Parish/Town Elections 3 May 2007  
	Received 
Received 
All Members to monitor 
Noted 
Noted
£30 donation to be given  
Noted 

	2
	Cheshire CC
	29 Dec

12 Jan

17 Jan
	Annual Town and Parish Councils Conference – 14th March – Winsford 

Festival Service to celebrate Cheshire’s Towns and Parish Councils – 25th March – Chester Cathedral 

Grant Funding Opportunities Seminar – 27th February - 2pm – Rudheath 
	Cllr. Pawsey to attend
Noted 
Clerk to attend 

	3

	Cheshire Police Authority 
	11 Jan

27 Jan
	Vale Royal Police Forum - agenda for 17th January 

Forum Newsletter
	Noted 

Noted   

	4
	Cheshire Community Council
	29 Jan


	Community Pride Competition 2007 entry forms and information – for submission by 7th March 
	See above 

	5
	ChALC  
	14 Jan
27 Jan

29 Jan
	January Newsletter / Training events 

Next Vale Royal Area meeting - 22nd March – Wyvern House

Nomination form - Parish Representative on the VR Standards Committee 

Re Post Office Network consultation 
	Noted 
Noted 
Noted 

Noted  

	6
	Residents 

(by phone) 
	27 Jan

Various 
	To report a Highways fault and express concern regarding the safety of the current location of the bottle banks 

3 residents enquiring about availability of allotments 
	VRBC to be contacted re bottle banks 
Noted   

	7
	MADCA
	22 Jan
	Thanks for grant towards new stage lights 
	Noted  

	8
	Dept. for Communities & Local Government 

Various 
	12 Feb

8 Feb
	Consultation on amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for local authority members 

Notice re Review of Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme 
	See above
Noted  

	9
	MAG
	6 Feb
	Annual Display – 29th March

AGM – 26th June 
	Chair to note  


07.02.11
Accounts – net payments 






Staff expenditure 


 

      
£  430.00
G. J. Steele


contract - litter pick up/playground insp. Jan - 5 occasions       
£  150.00

G. J. Steele


additional work to remove glass off MUGA on 11/1/07

£    25.00

Vale Royal BC

empty bins / sweep car park at playing field (Oct-Dec)

£  279.50
L. J. Price


erect and remove Christmas tree



£    70.00

MADCA


hire of room for meetings 




£  135.25

Post Office Ltd(ScotPowerMan) electricity supply – Village Hall




£  273.52
Cheshire Community Council
entry fee for Community Pride Awards 2007


£    30.00

Resolved:
that the above accounts be passed for payment 

Proposed:     Cllr. Green

Seconded:      Cllr. Wood
07.02.12
Councillors’ Reports 
Village Hall

The Chair reported she had secured the Cheshire County Council’s Eco Audit Co-ordinator to carry out an energy audit of the village hall as a first step to looking at reducing energy costs.

Environment

Reported:

-
conifer branches littering areas of the village - noted Northwich Town Council to remove those littering shrubbery behind War Memorial 
-
surplus building materials bagging ouside properties in Poplar Avenue and Niddries Lane – Vale Royal BC to be asked to remove
-
cars parking on footpaths – role for PCSO

-
Stile Lane strewn with litter – notify Vale Royal BC to clean up 
-
path between Main Road and Playing Field – Cllr. Wood pursuing improvement work 
07.02.13
Next Meeting
Noted the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 12th March 2007 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall, preceded by a 15-minute public participation session commencing at 7.15pm.
There being no further business this part of the meeting closed at 10.05pm  
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