MINUTES OF A MEETING OF MOULTON PARISH COUNCIL held in the VILLAGE HALL, MOULTON on MONDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2006 at 7.30pm 

Present:
Cllrs M. Green – Chair 

J. Kershaw, J. Scott, P. Vernon and D. Watkinson

In Attendance:
E. Beech – Clerk

G. Sproston, Northwich Guardian 



M. Solari, Street Care Manager, Vale Royal BC (part) 



22 members of the public 

The formal business of the meeting was preceded by a 15 minute session during which members of the public had the opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification in relation to a number of village and community matters.  

06.02.01
Apologies for Absence

Resolved:
that the apologies for absence and reasons submitted by Cllr. Turner (working abroad), Cllr. Warburton (work), Cllr. Wood (on VRBC business) and Cllr. Yeomans (work) be accepted
06.02.02 Correspondence (single item)

Noted the interest expressed in the public session prior to the meeting regarding current blasting at the Winsford Salt Mine and an e-mail received from Cheshire County Council detailing its monitoring arrangements and outcomes and agreed this matter be considered at this point in the meeting.

Following discussion it was

Resolved:
that 
a) a meeting, chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council be set up to enable members of the community to receive information from the relevant bodies and to convey their views;

b) contact be made with the Salt Union and the relevant Environmental Departments of Cheshire County Council and Vale Royal Borough Council to establish a suitable date as early as possible for relevant officers to attend;

c) as soon as arrangements are made the details be publicised on the village noticeboards; and

d) in order to ensure a focus for the meeting, members of the community present be invited to submit issues specific to them in writing prior to the meeting. 

06.02.03
Village Environment 

Mr. Solari gave a brief presentation on the Borough Council’s current streetcare service and detailing the level of service which should be in place in Moulton, as follows:


-
aim to clean all designated areas every 6 weeks with the HGV;


-
daily cleanse of areas around shops and the main street by light sweeper, after 9.00am;


-
each Tuesday cleanse a different section of the pavement areas; 


-
each Thursday empty litter bins and carry out a general litter pick, including those on   

                      the playing field for which the Parish Council pay to be emptied.

He highlighted actions to improve contract monitoring arrangements with the aim to result in a better service and invited the Council to contribute to these arrangements by reporting any issues of concern.  

Also referred to:

· the current trialling of a lengthsman service and the likely intention to extend this;

· the new Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act and its implications;

· a review of bin-emptying arrangements being privately paid for.

Resolved:
that

a) Mr. Solari be thanked for his attendance and helpful input and his agreement to provide regular updates regarding the service and its monitoring;

b) the Parish Council support the monitoring arrangements by highlighting and reporting any deficiencies;

c) the Borough Council be advised of Moulton’s wish to be included in the use of a lengthman; and

d) Mr. Solari’s agreement to the inclusion of the rear of Regent Street in the cleaning contract be noted.

06.02.04
Minutes 

Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2006 be agreed and signed as a correct record

Proposed:  Cllr. Vernon  

Seconded:  Cllr. Watkinson 

06.02.05
Matters Arising 
Christmas Tree (ongoing)

Resolved:
that all matters relating to the Christmas tree be considered at the April meeting.
Playing Field Car Park Entrance (ongoing) 

Resolved:
that the Chair contact Cllrs. Fox and Warburton regarding the siting of the ramps and relevant signage at the playing field car park and the use of an outside contractor be considered if necessary.

Anti-litter Campaign (item 06/01/04e)

Noted Members to attend to judge pupils’ entries on 16th February at approx. 3.00pm and make presentation to the Key Stage 1 and 2 winners on 17th February at 9.00am.

06.02.06
Committee Reports 
(a)
Finance  

Resolved:
that the 3rd quarter report of the Internal Auditor which detailed that there are no areas of concern or anomalies be received.  
(b) 
Planning  
Resolved:
that 
i)
the following application permitted by Vale Royal BC be noted:


London House, 41 Main Road -
change of use to office accommodation 

ii)
the following comments submitted by the Planning Committee be confirmed:

82 Regent Street - two storey rear extension – no objections but some technical points raised.

108 Main Road – two storey extension to side and single extension to rear – no objections but reference to insufficient parking for cars and matching building materials

(c)
Garages   

Noted almost all rents now paid – reminder letters to be sent to remaining lessees.

(d) Publicity/ Website
Cllr. Green stated that he had contacted the Guardian regarding his comments in the press in a recent article regarding fox hunting being attributed to him as the Chair of the Parish Council when it was not and apologised for this situation arising. 

(e)
Community
Noted 4 nominations for the Individual Citizenship Award but none for the Group Award.

Resolved:
that 

a) the Parish Council consider and make the Group Award for 2006 at its next meeting;

b) due to the small number of members in attendance and the resulting implications for a quorum to consider the nominations for the Individual Award, this be done at the next meeting; and

c) members be reminded of their responsibility to attend meetings and of the consequences of important decisions not being made because of a high level of non-attendance.
(f)
Parish Plan Update
Noted further information received regarding the provision of seats and of additional dog waste bins. 
Considered the responses of the Parochial Church Council and of MADCA regarding siting one of the two seats available on the green adjacent to the village hall and an offer made by Vale Royal BC regarding the provision and emptying of dog waste bins.

Resolved:
that 

a) a seat not be put on the green at the village hall but both seats be located at the war memorial 

area; the actual location to be finalised at the next meeting following members viewing the site;

b) a dog waste bin be installed at two locations on the footpath at the back of the village; one at its  junction with the cul-de-sac end of Main Road and the other with its junction with Niddries Lane;

c) Vale Royal BC’s offer to supply and install the bins and pay the servicing costs of one be accepted and the costs of servicing the second one be funded by the Parish Council at a cost of £100 per annum. 
06.02.07
Anti-Social Behaviour 
Received update on progress and issues from the last meeting of the Community Safety Action Group.
06.02.08
Correspondence
Resolved: 
that 

a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

b) participation in the audit of community playgrounds in Vale Royal and the contribution of £30 to register and include the Main Road playing field site be agreed;

c) consideration to the Chief Constable’s proposals regarding the recruitment and funding of Police Community Support Officers be discussed with Davenham PC at the next joint meeting and further considered when the Project Team make contact;

d) the Clerk and Chair complete the entry forms for the Community Pride and the Vibrant Village Awards for 2006.
	1
	Vale Royal BC
	14 Jan

19 Jan

1 Feb

1 Feb

6 Feb
	Notice of Area Meetings - 7th February – Mem. Hall 

Agenda papers – Council meeting 26th January 

Copies of the Annual Report 2004/05

Information on the Big Lottery – Children’s Play Initiative and audit of community playgrounds in Vale Royal 

Entertainments Guide Jan – Oct 2006 
	Noted 

Noted 

Noted 

Noted – agree to inclusion in audit 

Noted

	2
	Northwich Vision
	28 Jan
	Notice of public exhibition and consultation on proposed new bridge over River Weaver and retail led regeneration of the Barons Quay area 

Exhibition – Memorial Hall – 16th to 18th February 

Consultation to 14th March 

Website – www.northwichvision.org 
	Noted

	3
	Cheshire CC
	26 Jan

28 Jan

30 Jan

9 Feb
	Details of Cheshire’s Rural Touring Network – arts entertainment 

Information on County’s timetable for considering the proposed re-organisation of ambulance services

Requesting the preference for receiving documentation for consultation – 

e-mail and/or CDrom/DVD format or ‘hard copy’ 

Information on monitoring blasting at the Salt Mine 
	Noted 

Noted 

Noted – agree e-mail/DVD format 

Noted  

	4
	Cheshire Constabulary
	18 Jan

19 Jan
	e-mails from Homewatch Officer re warnings / advice  

Proposals re Police Community Support Officers – timetable, training and funding (inc. contribution by parish councils) 
	Noticeboard and circulate 

Noted – for joint meeting   

	5
	Cheshire Police Authority 
	19 Jan
	Re Vale Royal Police Forum – notice of availability of agenda and minutes on website – www.cheshirepa.police.uk 
	Noted 

	6
	Mayor’s Parlour 
	2 Feb
	Invitation to Charity Ball – 31st March – Portal Golf Club 
	Noted  

	7
	Cheshire Community Council
	1 Feb

8 Feb
	Entry details for Community Pride Competition 2006 

February newsletter 

Information on Cheshire Rural Transport Partnership 
	Enter for 2006 

Noted 
Noted  

	8
	ChALC
	1 Feb

6 Feb
	February newsletter 

NALC – 2006/07 national salary awards for local council clerks

Nomination form for Buckingham Palace Garden Party - 11th July 

Re Weaver Valley Regional Park – questionnaire 
	Noted 

Copy to Chair 

Cllr. Vernon to be nominated 

Clerk to complete  

	9
	VREN
	6 Feb
	Winter 2006 newsletter
	Noted  

	10
	Mersey Regional Ambulance Trust 
	10 Feb
	Public meeting dates for the proposed re-organisation of ambulance trusts in the NW 
	Noted  

	11
	IMPPS 
	10 Feb
	January newsletter 
	Noted 


06.02.09
Accounts




Staff expenditure 


 

       £  416.66

E. Beech


re-imbursement of costs for prizes for anti-litter campaign





and the Council’s school citizenship award

       £    27.98

MADCA


re-imbursement of cost of repairs to village hall piano 
       £    90.88

G. J. Steele


contract - litter pick up/playground insp. Jan. 5 occasions         £  150.00

Cheshire Community Cl.
entry fee – community pride competition 2006

       £    27.00

Post Office Ltd (ScotPower) 
electricity supply – village hall 



       £  311.54

Post Office Ltd (ScotPower) 
electricity supply – war memorial 


       £    38.98

J. & E. Wilson


playing field hedges cut




       £    52.88

Resolved:
that the above accounts be passed for payment 

Proposed:     Cllr. Vernon    

Seconded:      Cllr. Watkinson 
06.02.10
Councillors’ Reports 

Cheshire County Council’s Annual Conference for Local Councils:

Cllrs. Green and Kershaw reported on their attendance and distributed useful information regarding Council services.  Noted the Councils’ Chief Executive agreed to reconsider the points being made regarding the safety of pupils going to the High School.  

Village Environment:

Noted:

-
with concern the amount of dog waste bags being left lying around. 

-
residents in Chapel Street concerned that, due to parked cars, the refuse and recycling collection vehicles cannot reverse up the street to collect so they have to be asked to return on another occasion.  It is reported that contact has resulted in residents being advised they should contact their Borough or Parish Councillors. 

-
concern being expressed regarding the graffiti on the teen shelters. 

06.02.11
Annual Parish Meeting

Resolved:
that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Wednesday 3rd May 2006 at 7.30pm in the Back Hall, Moulton Village Hall and arrangements for the preparation of the Annual Report be made at the next meeting. 
06.02.12
Next Meeting

Noted the next meeting of the Council is scheduled for Monday 13h March 2006 - Back Hall, Village Hall at 7.30pm preceded by a 15-minute public participation session
06.02.13
Joint Parishes Meeting – 20th March 

Items to be included on the agenda are traffic speeding, parking, and proposals regarding community support officers. 
06.02.14 Confidential item

Resolved: 
that in view of the matter to be discussed being of a commercially sensitive nature it is in the public interest that the press and public be excluded and they are instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 

Proposed:    Cllr. Green   
Seconded:
Cllr. Watkinson 
There being no further business this part of the meeting closed at 9.50pm  
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